
Hundreds Turn Out for First Annual Pit-A-Palooza Event at the Town of
Brookhaven's Animal Shelter & Adoption Center
pos ted on 4/18/2011 12:24:44 PM

Eight Pits Bulls/ Pit Mixes Adopted During Event

PHOTO #1: Brookhaven Animal Shelter and Adoption Center
Director Dori Scofield (center) with members  of the

Guardians  of Rescue and "Joey", one of the dogs  that was
adopted at "Pit-A-Palooza.

PHOTO #2: Pictured are some of the over 200 animal lovers
from all over Brookhaven Town who participated in the Firs t

Annual "Pit-A-Palooza" event at the Town's  Animal Shelter and
Adoption Center.

Farmingville,  NY  -  O n  Sunday,  A pril  10 ,  the  Town  of  Brookhaven  held  its  firs t  annual  "P it-A -P alooza"  at  the
Brookhaven  A nimal  Shelter  &  A doption  C enter. The  event, which  was  attended  by  over  200  enthus ias tic  animal
lovers ,  was  des igned  to  promote  "Spay  it  Forward",  a  new  program  that  offers  Brookhaven  res idents  free
spaying/neutering for their P it Bulls  and P it M ixes . During the event, eight P it Bulls / P it M ixes  were adopted - Farrah,
Bonita, P ia, P ollyanna, Skittles , C heckers , Diesel, and P lato. Diesel had been at the A nimal Shelter s ince 2008  and
several had pre-dated A nimal Shelter Direc tor Dori Scofield's  time at the shelter. Dori s tarted in July 2010.

In addition, the A nimal Shelter spayed or neutered 15  dogs , made future spay or neuter appointments  for many more
dogs , and provided free mic ro-chipping for over 50  dogs . Each family that adopted a dog received free spay/neuter,
collar, ID tag and advise from profess ionals  trainers  who volunteered there services  for the day. DJs  from WBLI  radio,
along with members  of the Guardians  of Rescue and the U rban A nimal A lliance also attended the event. Guardians  of
Rescue  and  the  U rban  A nimal  A lliance  are  members  of  the  A nimal  Shelter's  Brookhaven  Bully  A lliance,  which
encourages  the adoption of P it Bulls  and P it M ixes  through the ass is tance of qualified rescue organizations .

"I  commend A nimal Shelter Direc tor Dori Scofield for putting together such a great event that found loving homes  for
a  number of our P it  Bulls  who  have  been at  the  Shelter for a  long time. However, we  s till  have  a  long way  to  go.
A pproximately  95%  of the  200  animals  at  the  A nimal  Shelter are  P it  Bulls  or P it  M ixes . Unfortunately, there  is  a
s tigma attached to these animals , but when placed in the right home, they make amazing pets . The Town will continue
to support Dori's  efforts  to bring attention to the wonderful P it Bulls  and P it M ixes  ready to be adopted at our A nimal
Shelter and encouraging spaying and neutering pets ," said Supervisor Mark Lesko.

C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner,  liaison  to  the  A nimal  Shelter,  said,  "I 'm  thrilled  that  P it-A -P alooza  was  such  a
success ful  event and that so many dogs  were  able  to find new homes. Dori  and the shelter s taff work  very  hard to
dispel the negative perception about P it Bulls  and P it mixes , and I  commend their dedication to this  effort."

Dori  Scofield, the  Direc tor of the  Brookhaven A nimal  Shelter & A doption C enter said, "This  day  was  about helping
people  and  animals .  Not  only  did  we  get  adoptions ,  but  we  helped  Brookhaven  res idents  get  their  P it  Bulls



spayed/neutered, mic ro  chipped, collared  and tagged. I t  is  our goal  to  help  people  keep their companion animals
healthy and safe."

I f you are a res ident of the Town of Brookhaven and would like to take advantage of the "Spay it Forward"  program,
you must  make  an appointment  by  calling  631-286-4953. No  appointment  is  needed for the  free  mic ro-chipping
service.

The  majority  of the  animals  at  the  Brookhaven  A nimal  Shelter  are  P it  Bulls  or  P it  mixes . The  Brookhaven  Bully
A lliance (BBA ), which was  announced earlier this  year, encourages  other animal rescues  to adopt P it Bulls  from the
Brookhaven  animal  shelter  and  find  loving  homes  for  them. Every  shelter  dog  that  enters  the  BBA  program  is
profess ionally  evaluated,  spayed  or  neutered,  vacc inated  and  mic ro  chipped.  $250  goes  to  each  partic ipating
organization for the care of the animal. The Town does  not use taxpayer dollars  to fund this  program -  the funds  to
pay partic ipating organizations  are provided by the Help the A nimals  Fund, a not-for-profit organization. The Help the
A nimals  Fund  is  currently  accepting  donations  and  will  be  sponsoring  various  fundrais ing  events  to  support  this
program and others .

Res idents  who  would  like  to  sponsor  one  of  the  shelter's  P it  Bulls  can  donate  by  vis iting
www.brookhaven.org/animalshelter and c licking the Help the A nimals  Fund link. I f a rescue organization is  interes ted
in partic ipating in the Brookhaven Bully A lliance, they can go to www.brookhaven.org.
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